
“This is the best kind of classroom,  
It’s a journey through time and space,  

From the smallest seed to the largest tree, 
This is a Forest and a learning place.  

 
This is the best kind of classroom,  

Where the seasons don’t happen in books.  
Where the learning is watching and thinking and talking  

And everyone notices, everyone looks.”  
 
 

                    From ‘The best Kind of Classroom’ by Ian MacMillan  

Outdoor Learning 
A Guide for Parents 

Look after yourself 
Look after each other 

Look after the environment 

Where will pupils be going and when will it happen?  
 

Our outdoor learning sessions will be based on the school site  and will take 
place at least once every two weeks. 
The site is safe, thoroughly risk assessed and managed appropriately by 
trained practitioners. 

What does my child need to bring and when?  
 
what your child wears is very important in order to help keep them safe.  
They must wear:  
 long trousers  or leggings, even in the summer 
 long sleeved tops/jumpers  
 have waterproof jackets  
 Wellies/ walking boots or old trainers.  
 A hat (woolly in winter and a sun hat in summer) 
 Sun cream 
 Waterproof trousers or all in one wet 

weather gear (in the winter) but this is 
not essential.  

 
Please make sure your child has the correct 
clothing on their Outdoor Learning day. 
Please be aware that these clothes are likely 

Correct Outdoor Learning clothing            Incorrect Outdoor Learning clothing  
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Winter          Summer (with  
       a hat) 

The Outdoor Learning Leader is Mrs L Kerr  

REMEMBER: 
 

 Arms and legs should be 
covered,  

 Hair tied back,  
 Waterproof or old 

shoes worn,  
 A hat,  
 Gloves and warm clothes 

for the winter, 
 Lighter waterproof coat 

in the summer.  

Year 2 Every Tuesday 

Year 3 Every Monday 

Year 4 Every Friday 

Year 5 Every  Monday 

Year 6 Every  Wednesday 



 

 

 

What is the Outdoor Learning Programme? 
 
 

This year each class will be following an outdoor learning programme 
which will link directly to their units of study each term as well as 
help them build self- esteem and independence through exploring and 
experiencing the natural world.  
 
The earlier sessions will concentrate on safety; establishing 
boundaries and routines. As the pupils develop in confidence and 
familiarity with the environment, the sessions focus on the 
development and consolidation of skills and understanding and link 
further with national curriculum areas.  
 
One of the aims of this programme is to ensure learners  have the 
time and space to develop skills, interests and understanding through 
practical, hands-on experiences.  
 

 
What benefits will the children get from this Outdoor 

Learning program?  
 
 
 Health and fitness – Being active in an outdoor, natural 

environment. 
 Increased emotional wellbeing.  
 Social development – Communicating, and negotiating with 

peers and adults to solve problems and share experiences.  
 Skills development – Developing fine and gross motor skills and 

coordination for real purposes.  
 Gaining knowledge and understanding – Multi–sensory, real-life 

learning.  
 Individualised learning – Careful observation allows adults to 

tailor support to pupils’ own interests and stage of 
development.  

 Curriculum Links – The lessons will support many areas of the 
Foundation Stage Curriculum and National Curriculum as well as 
directly link to topics they are covering with their class 
teacher. 

What will the children be doing?  
 
The Outdoor Learning routine varies depending on the day and season, however, 
it may include:  
 
 Natural crafts – making sculptures and collages from natural materials, 

weaving with long grasses,  
 Mud sculptures 
 Shelter/den building and knot tying  
 Free time outdoors e.g. tree climbing, collecting natural things, watching 

wildlife  
 Using tools for a purpose – such as peeling bark from sticks with potato 

peelers to make tools. 
 Activities linked to English, Maths, Science and Art 
 Den building 
 Composting 
 Bug hunting and building bug hotels 
 Pond dipping 
 Planting  
 Digging and landscaping 
 Learning about our environment and wildlife 
 Looking after the environment and wildlife 
 Identification and classification of plants and animals 

How are sessions planned?  
 

Sessions are planned in a variety of ways. Planning is linked to the 
Devon Compost Curriculum as well as the National Curriculum 
for each year group.  
Individual’s and group’s needs will be taken into 
consideration therefore planning will be flexible and built 
upon each week.  

Health and Safety  
 

The health and safety of all those involved is central to everything 
done within the Outdoor Learning programme. The lessons take 
place on site with all the relevant risk assessments completed and 
First Aid. 
 
Some of the activities the pupils may participate in are ‘higher-risk 
activities’ (such as using tools). However, these activities are not 
available to the pupils until certain behaviours and boundaries are 
established. Pupils are encouraged and supported in recognising and 
managing risk for themselves, through real life situations and 
experiences.  


