www.ipplepen-primary.devon.sch.uk
Newsletter - November 2019
Dear Parents and Carers,
With Christmas fast approaching, we have many exciting events planned and a Christmas
information sheet has already been circulated.
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November
PTA Year 4 Cake stall
Lantern Parade at 6.00pm
December
Year 5 and 6 Christmas experience at St Andrews
Church
Year 4 cookery
Year 5 and 6 trip to Coombeshead Academy to watch
“Aladdin”
Year 6 to serve at the Community lunch
Year F to Saplings to watch ‘Boo to a Goose’ at Saplings
Choir to sing at the Community lunch
PTA event non uniform day- children to bring in a jar of
sweets
PTA Christmas Fair – 2.00-4.00pm - Choir to sing
Coombeshead Production of “Caught by Christmas “at
Ipplepen School
Year 1, 2, and 3 Dress Rehearsal of “Shine” 2.00pm
start
Year 1, 2, and 3 Production of “Shine” 6.00pm start
Choir to sing at memory café
Year 1, 2, and 3 Production of “Shine” 2.00pm start
Year F and 6 to lead School Carol service at St Andrews
church starts at 9.30am
St Andrews Church Carol service at 6.00pm
Year 1 trip To Pennywell Farm
Christmas lunch
Year 3 trip to The Grange
Christmas Parties
PTA Year 3 Cake stall
Last day of term

In November
 Years F – 6 took part in a Diwali dance workshop


Years 5 and 6 have had the opportunity to take part in Outdoor Club – caving
at Buckfastleigh and climbing in Exeter.



Year 5 learnt about Space in the Space Dome Experience.



Years 6 served lunch at the Community lunch



Year 5 visited The Grange.



Year 1 continue to learn Spanish at The Grange



The whole school took part in an Safety Awareness Day.



Eco Councillors represented the school at the Remembrance Service at St
Andrew’s Church.



Reverend Andrew Down took an assembly about Saint Andrew



All year groups were involved with the Children in Need Enterprise day.



All the children have been involved with lantern making workshops.



Year 2 and Year 5 had a visit from the Fire Brigade to talk about Fire safety



Parents in EYFS were invited to a stay and play session.



Year 3 have had cookery lessons.



Year 6 lead a thought provoking assembly about Children in Need.



Year 6 Grandparents were invited in to share lunch.



The school held a successful open morning for prospective parents and
children.



Years 3 had a trip to Kents Cavern.



Years 2, 3 and 4 visited Plymouth cinema to watch The Grinch



Year 6 have been to Buckfast Abbey for a ‘Christmas Experience’.

Application for a Primary school place
The application process for primary places for September 2020 opened on 15th November
2019 and will close on 15th January 2020. You need to apply online at
www.devon.gov.uk/admissionsonline.
Fund Raising
This term we have been very busy and have supported HITS, the Poppy Appeal, Children in
Need and also have been fund raising for a defibrillator, which I am very pleased to say has
already arrived.
We raised £585.06 for Children in Need and £294.09 for the Poppy appeal. This has been a
fantastic effort and everyone should be proud of their contribution to these charities.
Ipplepen Lantern Procession
First I would like to thank Judy Dewhirst who gave up a lot of her time to help the children
make their wonderful lanterns. Without her dedication and support the lanterns would not
have been nearly so amazing. In advance, I would like to say a big thank you to everyone
who will be turning out tomorrow night without this support the event could not happen. It is
always such an amazing sight, seeing all the lanterns lit up and parading all around the
village. Finally a thank you to the children who are marching at the front as part of our
‘marching band’. A really fantastic community event. Please see additional email sent today
regarding arrangements.
Mental health and well being.
Our school community's emotional health is very important to us. Being a parent is an
amazing thing, but it can also be challenging at times.
Did you know.....?
A UK charity called YoungMinds offers great support to both children and parents who might
be finding life difficult. YoungMinds.org.uk provides an A-Z support guide with advice on a
wide range of issues, from anxiety to self-esteem. There is also signposting for counselling
and a Parent's Survival Guide too. You may find this useful and of course please do talk to
us at any time, if you have any concerns about your child's emotional health. We will do our
very best to help."
Safety Awareness Day
After a very successful Safety awareness day at the School, that was very well received by
the children, we have been made aware of a new NHS app that provides real time care for
your urgent care problem, for more information, please click on the following link
https://www.nhsquicker.co.uk/
Christmas at School
Please see additional letter about the Christmas activities which has already been sent out.
As well the letter about the Christmas lunch and the Year 1, 2 and 3 Production of “Shine”.

After School Clubs
After Christmas, Achieve4all will be providing the following clubs:
Tuesday – Street Surfing – Yr3-6 – Starts 7th Jan
Wednesday - Multi-Skills – F-Yr6 – starts 8th Jan
Thursday - Dodgeball – F-Yr6 – starts 9th Jan
They will be on the website to book from next week. Please click on the following link:
www.achieve4all.co.uk

End of term
Please note that school closes at 3:20pm on Friday 20th December and gates open again at
8:45am on Monday 6th January 2020
Staff Changes
Over the term we have sadly had to say good bye to Mrs Sara Galan who was on maternity
leave and will not be returning, and Mrs Becky Oliver. We would like to take this opportunity
to wish them well.
We are very pleased to welcome Miss Sarah Foster to our school team, she will be teaching
Year 6 on Thursdays and Fridays.

If you have any questions or comments please do not hesitate to contact me.
Kind regards
Amanda Lacey
Head of School

