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                                                                              Friday 1th September 2020 

 

Dear parents/carers,  
 

Welcome back, ready for the Spring term.  We hope you had a relaxing break.  The children 

certainly seem refreshed and happy to be back.  We cannot believe they have completed one 

whole term already.  The way they have settled into school life has been fantastic.   

Thank you for ensuring your child is in the playground by 8.45am and coming in independently.  

This makes it an easier transition for them in the morning and encourages independence with 

putting their own things away.    

The weather at this time of year is unpredictable. Please make sure your child attends school 

every day with a jumper, coat and a Winter hat (unless their coat has a hood). The weather can 

be deceiving with a mix of sunshine but as the children spend a great amount of time outside for 

their learning, it is important they are warm.  

Last term we had a few items go missing that were found either in other areas of the school or 

left around the classroom.  Those that had names in were easily returned but we also had a 

significant amount of jumpers, drinks bottles etc that had to be placed in lost property as they 

had no name in.  We understand how much these items cost to replace and we want to avoid this 

if possible but we can only do this if we know who it belongs to.  Please make sure each individual 

item is labelled – if it can be put down or taken off, it must be labelled. 

Across the year, we aim to provide the children with an additional experience each term.  Last 

term we had a theatre company in for Saplings and Foundation.  This term we will aim to go out 

on a trip.   We aim to keep the cost of each ‘experience’ to a maximum of £10 per child.  We are 

very lucky that as part of the Federation we have access to minibuses to keep trip costs to a 

minimum but there are occasions when these are not available and the cost of a coach has to be 

included with the price, bringing it closer to the £10 mark.  We will endeavour to keep costs as 

low as possible and will inform you in advance of the exact cost but wanted to give an indication 

at this stage of the possible financial implications.  

Our topic this term starts with ‘Where In The World?’.  We will start by exploring Winter, 

learning about habitats and animals.  We will move into looking at plastic pollution and the impact 

on the planet.  In line with early years practise, as the children’s interests develop as will the 

topics we follow.  We will cover relevant learning through their interests and a play-based 

curriculum.  

The children will continue to learn phonic sounds and tricky words each week.  The taught 

sounds are uploaded to Tapestry to keep you informed and allow you to support your child at 

home with their reading.  As well as learning the sounds, we will focus on blending skills (being 



able to put the sounds together to read the word) and understanding the purpose of sentences. 

In maths, we will continue to embed understanding of place value but will move their learning 

forward by looking at adding and subtracting using different equipment and begin to learn about 

doubling and halving. The full Spring term overview of planning for reception is on our website 

should you wish to look in more detail at the coverage. 

Thank you for your support in reading with your child every night.  We understand this can be 

difficult at times but little and often really does make a difference.    

We would remind you to keep logging in to Tapestry.  This is a great insight into your child’s 

school day.  We try to publish observations regularly and promptly to provide talking points at 

home and it keeps you informed about your child’s progress.   You can also upload photos and 

comments to share anything from home.  This is a really important tool as often the children are 

exposed to different experiences at home that we cannot provide in school.  It all helps to build 

a picture of your child’s strengths and interests.  If you have not yet confirmed your email 

address to receive a log in for Tapestry, please let us know and we can set this up for you.  For 

some email addresses that were confirmed the accounts are still showing as ‘not active’.  

Tapestry will email you a link that you need to click on to active your account.  This link may have 

gone into your junk mail.  We would ask you check this and if you continue to have problems, 

please contact us. 

If for any reason you feel the need to see your child’s teacher, please feel free to do so. 

Although it is difficult to talk at length in the morning, we are always happy to arrange a time 

after school, when the teacher can give you more time. Any messages can be passed via your 

child’s reading record or the adult on gate duty at the beginning and end of the day. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

 

Yours faithfully  

 

 

Mrs Clarke 

Reception Teacher 
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