
 

                      Ipplepen Primary School-Welcome Year 6 

September 2020 

 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

 

We hope that you all enjoyed a relaxing Summer holiday and we would like to 

welcome you to the Autumn term in Year 6!  

 

We appreciate that this has been a very different year in more ways than one and 

wish to reassure you that we have worked hard to ensure that the children have a 

safe, happy and relaxed start to their new school year. 

 

We understand that there is a lot to take on board in these first few weeks and so 

have outlined some key information for you which we hope will make things clear. 

 

Year 6 Staffing: 

 

Monday-Wednesday- Teacher-Mrs E Hancox 

Thursday and Friday-Teacher-Miss S Foster 

Learning Support Assistants-  

1) Mrs K Petty- In class, all day and every day of the week. 

2) Mrs L Kerr- In class, on a Monday, Wednesday and Friday morning each week 

and will teach the class on a Wednesday afternoon to cover Mrs Hancox’s 

PPA and Management time. 

3) Mrs L Brewer- Will teach ‘Booster’ intervention groups (Groups for children 

who require additional support or challenge) all afternoon from Monday-

Thursday. 

Year 6 timings of the school day: 

 

Year  School 

Start Time 

Break Lunch Eating time 

(in 

classroom) 

End of the 

day 

6 8.40 am 10.45-11.00 12.00-1.00 12.30 3.00 

 

Health and Safety Arrangements in light of Covid: 

 

In order to ensure that everyone is kept as safe as possible, the following 

whole school measures have been put into place: 

 Please do not send your child to school if they show any signs or symptoms of 

Covid and take the appropriate action as set out in Government Guidelines. 



 

 Desks in the classroom have been positioned to ensure for social distancing 

and two children will sit at each desk. Children will be allocated a set seat 

and will not be permitted to move around the classroom or school. 

 All desks will be front facing. 

 There will be a strict timetable for regular hand washing. 

 Children in Year 6 will be allowed to bring in pencil cases but once in school 

they must not be taken home again-Please ensure that this is named. 

 All children will need their own water bottle which they will keep in class at 

all times-Please ensure that this is named. 

 Teachers will ensure that there is enough equipment for each table where 

possible in order to avoid contamination of multiple resources. All resources 

used will be cleaned before and after each use. 

 Children will only be permitted to use the Year 6 classroom and adjoining 

toilets and ICT suite- They will not be able to enter the rest of the school 

building, resulting in no whole school assemblies, indoor PE, use of hall, 

library for the time being. 

 Reading Books: Teachers will select texts for children to read according to 

their need. We ask for your support in being patient with this process. Books 

that are taken home, have to be stored for 72 hours before they can be 

allocated to another child. At times, so as your child has something to read, 

they may be given a paper copy of a thought provoking story with 

accompanying questions to read instead. Reading records will no longer go 

home but time will be allocated in the school week, for children to complete a 

record of what they have read at home. We ask for your support in ensuring 

that children read for at least 10-15mins each day. This can be a book from 

home or the text sent home from school. This reading material should be 

seen as a chance for children to ‘read for pleasure’. All age equivalent reading 

material will be covered in whole class daily guided reading sessions. Children 

should not bring their own books to school. 

 P.E- At the moment the arrangements for P.E. are different and children will 

need to come to school in their PE kit on their allocated days for PE. All PE 

lessons will be outside and so children will need to ensure that they wear 

appropriate clothing in respect of the weather conditions. YOUR CHILD 

WILL NEED TO COME TO SCHOOL WEARING PE KIT ON TUESDAYS 

AND FRIDAYS. 

 Outdoor Learning will take place on Wednesday Afternoon’s. This may not 

always be weekly but for ease we request that children bring wellington 

boots and a waterproof coat/trousers every Wednesday. These will need to 

be in a named bag. There will be no facility to leave these items in school. 

Please note that children will not be permitted to change into other clothes 

for outdoor learning in this current climate and therefore good waterproof 

garments will be essential. 



 

 We ask you kindly to telephone the school office if you wish to ask a question 

or have a concern, rather than write or come in person to the school. 

 

Year 6 Curriculum: 

A copy of our planning for the Year, will shortly feature on our school website as 

will a brief overview of the main topics and subjects we will be covering in Year Six 

during the first part of this Autumn term. We have lots of exciting projects to 

tackle this term. Sadly, we will not be able to permit children to bring in any books 

or resources linked to our topics during this time. 

 

Over the next few weeks we will also be adding to our class blog on a weekly basis 

so as you may keep up to date with the activities that we are involved in. This can 

be accessed via our school website.  We hope you enjoy this ongoing record of our 

learning and exciting projects.  

 

As you know, Mrs Hancox will teach the class from Monday to Wednesday and Miss 

Foster will teach the class on Thursday and Fridays. We have very carefully 

created our timetable to ensure that your child will receive the very highest quality 

of teaching this year as well as to ensure continuity across subjects. 

 

Homework: 

In these differing times, homework is under review as schools are expected to 

reduce the amount of things moving between home and school. Over the next term, 

the USF will be carefully considering the safest methods for homework completion. 

At stages throughout the term, children will be asked to complete some practical 

tasks at home and details of these will be provided in the future. 

 

Learning In Year 6 

 

Year 6 is a very important year for the children and we would like to take this 

opportunity to reinforce a few of the expectations that we have in Year Six. 

 

 Please ensure that the children arrive to school promptly. They must be in 

school by 8.40am ready to begin work. As you will note from our timetable, we 

undertake our structured Spelling Programmes at the start of the school day. 

During this time, some children will receive additional spelling support and it 

is essential that they are on time for this in order to receive the teaching 

input at the beginning. 

 In line with the other USF schools, full school uniform is to be worn every 

day. (Monday/Wednesday/Thursday)  Please ensure suitable length skirts, 

ideally to the knee. As Health and Safety is so prominent these days, we ask 

that all jewellery (not including a wrist watch) is kept at home with the 



 

exception of stud earrings which must be removed or covered with tape 

during PE lessons. Ideally children should come to school without earrings on 

PE days but should tape them at home if this is not possible. All children with 

long hair must tie it back and children’s hair should be a natural colour.  

Please note that the wearing of nail varnish is not permitted in school.  Now 

the weather is becoming more Autumnal please ensure your child has a 

raincoat in school. 

 

 We politely request that all of the children’s clothing is named. 

 

 Spellings are a very important part of the Year 6 Curriculum. As we will be 

following a very structured spelling programme and providing precision 

teaching for those who may find spelling a challenge, we will not be testing 

children on a weekly basis on sets of words sent home. We instead, attach 

the lists of words from years 3-6 which the children are required to know by 

the end of year 6. While we will cover these words and spelling patterns 

across the year, you are also most welcome to test your children on a small 

selection of these words each week. Additional consolidation at home will 

always be of benefit.  

 

Over the next few weeks, the children will undertake some baseline SAT’s 

assessments. These will begin next week. This is important in helping us to build a 

picture of which children would benefit from extra support or challenge sessions 

especially as they have not been in school for several months. This will also help to 

fully prepare them for the end of unit SAT’s tests and the transition into 

Secondary School. 

 

Finally, may we just flag up the importance of Internet/Computer/mobile phone 

safety as the children will be using ICT a great deal in their research this year. If 

you wish to find out more about this, these websites may be useful: 

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk  or http://ceop.police.uk/  We also ask for your 

support in knowing which APPS and facilities your child uses on their mobile phone 

(if relevant) and to remind them about making appropriate and safe comments via 

TicToc/ WhatsApp channels should they use these. 

 

Thank you for your support. We look forward to an exciting year in Class 6. 

 

Kind Regards, 

 

Mrs E Hancox and Miss S Foster (Year 6 Class teachers) 

  

   

http://www.thinkuknow.co.uk/
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