Welcome Pack
Ipplepen Primary School
Biltor Road
Ipplepen
Newton Abbot
Devon
TQ12 5QL
Tel: 01803 812226
Email: admin@ipplepen-primary.devon.sch.uk

Who is who in Chestnut Class?

Miss Coughlin (Class Teacher)

Mrs Meaden (Learning Support Assistant)

Mrs Kerr (Forest School Teacher)

Starting School
We understand that starting school can be quite an exciting but anxious
time for you and your child and we aim to make transition as smooth as
possible. We want to make starting school as stress-free as possible by
getting to know your child before they join us in September.
If you have any questions or would like to know a little bit more about our
school, there will be a virtual parent’s meeting held on:
Thursday the 24th June at 5pm
You will receive information regarding this meeting at a later date.

Visits to School
We would like to get to know your child before they start school and help
them feel comfortable about starting school. Should Government Guidelines
allow, we are hoping to have face-face ‘Stay and Play’ sessions later in the
Summer Term. We will be in touch about these sessions.

Home Visits
Home visits are a wonderful way to get to know your child in an
environment that is comfortable to them. Before your child starts school,
they will have a home visit with Miss Coughlin (Class Teacher) and Mrs
Meaden (Learning Support Assistant).
Hopefully, we will be able to visit you in your home or garden to get to
know you but if not we will be arranging Virtual Home Visits.
We will be in touch later in the Summer Term to let you know when in
September your home visit will take place.

Our Classroom

School Uniform
Boys – grey/black trousers, white polo shirt, and
school jumper with USF logo on back. Black school
shoes – Velcro not laced.

Girls – can wear same as boys or a
grey pinafore dress/grey school
skirt/blue gingham checked summer
dress.

PE Kit- Your child’s ‘House’ colour shirt, black shorts
or joggers, black plimsolls.

Please only have full buttons on clothing if your child
is confident in using them. Please also avoid laced shoes.
Children need to bring a coat to school every day as much of our learning is
outside.
PLEASE NAME EVERYTHING (INCLUDING SHOES).
School uniform can be ordered direct from School Trends
www.schooltrends.co.uk

Things your child will need on a daily basis:
 Book Bag- this needs to be brought into school every
day, your child’s reading record and story book goes back
and forth each day with this bag. It is also a great place
for us to put all your child’s work and pictures to take
home and any letters that are going out on paper.

 Water bottle- this should contain only water and be an
‘easy to drink from’ bottle. No fruit juices please (with your
child’s name on)


Snack- fruit and vegetable snacks are provided daily. If
your child only eats a certain fruit, you can put this in their
book bag. No sugary snacks please and no nuts.
Children under 5 are entitled to free milk and this can be
bought every week after their 5th birthday. Please fill out the milk
form online.

 Lunchbox if required (no nuts please)

 A coat

 Wellies



Spare change of clothes (to keep on their peg)





In colder weather- gloves, hat, scarf

In hotter weather- summer hat and sun cream (inside book bags in
warmer weather)

The school day
Coming to school in the morning
You will need to drop off and pick up your child at the Chestnut class
gate.
We encourage children to be independent right from the start. So please do
not come into the classroom with your child.
This helps the class settle down quickly. There will always be a grown up to
help your child with their belongings.

Our Cloakroom

Your child will have their own peg in the cloakroom and they will be able to
design their peg label when they come to school.

Due to us having staggered drop off and finishing times, we will be in
touch regarding timings of the school day at the time your child starts
school.
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The first weeks of school
To make sure the transition into our Reception Class is as happy as possible,
we will operate a staggered entry. Starting school can be quite a tiring time
even if your child is used to full days at pre-school.
We will offer two options for the week your child start school. After this
week, we will all start full time.
Option 1

Option 2

Morning session

Full school day

AM drop off at school gate and pick
up from the office at lunch time.

AM drop off at gate and pick up at
the gate at the end of the school
day.

Lunch eaten at home.

Please let us know during your home visit which option you have chosen.

Week 1 (07.09.21) - Thursday 10th and Friday 11th Taster mornings
(A time slot will be given)
Week 2 (13.09.21) – School starts with staggered options 1 and 2
Week 3 (20.09.21) – Full time school for all children

Absence
Please call the school by 9.30 am on the day your child is unwell to let us
know they are safe. You can leave a message on the answer phone. 01803
812226
If your child has sickness and diarrhoea they are not allowed into school
until 48 hours after their last bout of sickness/diarrhoea. This is for health
and safety reasons.

Lunch
Lunch is in the hall. All children in Reception class and KS1 get a free school
meal. They can choose their option each day. A menu will go home and
there is also packed lunch option. Children can chop and change between
school dinner and packed lunch.
If children are bringing a packed lunch from home, please ensure it is a
healthy lunch with no nuts, sweets or chocolate and no fizzy drinks. Our
policy is water only but you can send diluted juice in their packed lunch.
This is because juice consumed with food is less bad for children’s teeth, but
juice that is grazed on throughout the day has a really bad effect on dental
hygiene.

Parent Pay
Once your child has enrolled on their first day we will give you details
about how to register and activate your account.
This is our main form of communication for all parents and carers, it
involves sending text messages, emails and all correspondence regarding
your child including trips, permission and payments.
Please check your emails regularly so you are aware of all upcoming events
and information.

Tapestry
During the term, you will receive a login to access your child’s Online
Learning Journal. This online system will allow you to see pictures of your
child’s learning in school and allows you to upload photos for us to share at
school with your child’s peers.
Your child will be given a ‘Show and Tell’ day in their first weeks of school
and on this day they can share what has been uploaded to Tapestry by you.
Please do not bring toys in from home, as there is lots of upset when
something gets misplaced or broken.
We love to see what your child has been up to at home or during the
holiday. Swimming awards and other achievements and clubs are also
celebrated, so please upload information and pictures so we can allow your
child to share their ‘wow’ moments with their class.

Bumped Head Policy
If your child has bumped themselves from the neck upwards, a cold
compress will be applied by a trained first aider.
The child will then have a note sent home in their book bags with follow up
information on it.
You will then receive a ‘bumped head’ text to inform you in advance. If
however, your child has a more serious incident a phone call will be made
to one of the contacts you have provided.

Reading
In Chestnut Class we want to foster a love for storybooks and texts from the
first day in school. We will have daily a story book vote, where the children
can vote for the ‘Book of the Day’.

We want to encourage children to want to read early on as we know it has
an amazing impact on learning throughout their time in school. We hope
with your support, we can make this happen.
After their first few weeks at school your child will bring home a ‘lilac’
reading book, with their Reading Record Diary. These books will not have
words inside. These books are designed to encourage talk about stories and
for children to begin to make predictions about a story.
Please try to read every night with your child for a few minutes (1-2 pages a
night). This will need to be recorded into their Reading Record Diary (along
with any stories you share together at home).
If you child reads 4 times in one week, they will receive a sticker on their
book mark. We will make these together before books come home.
Over the course of your child’s year in Reception, they will progress onto the
next coloured book band as and when they are ready.

House Points
Your child will be placed into a house team. These teams are:
Red Poppy, Green Clover, Blue Bluebell and Yellow Buttercup.
Your child’s allocated team will be written in the front of their Reading
Record Book. During their time at school, the children are rewarded with
house points for good behaviour and hard work.
Over time, these house points accumulate and children receive badges for
reaching mile stones. For example, 1000 house points will achieve a bronze
star badge. These badges are then worn by children on their collar to show
their achievements within school.
Alongside this, the team with the most house points each half term get a
day of non-school uniform as a prize for their efforts. The children also
compete in these house groups on sports day.

Behaviour Policy
At Ipplepen Primary School we have a clear behaviour policy that focuses
on the positive. This policy is based on the use of praise and positive
reinforcement. We use house points as explained above on a frequent basis
as well as stickers and whole class rewards.
However, if necessary a child’s name may be written on the ‘sad face’
board. This acts as a warning and a reminder to enable a child to change
their behaviour. If this continues during the same morning or afternoon
session, a sad face would be added to the board. A child can get up to 3
faces during one session resulting in a consequence. 1 sad face = 5 minutes
of missed play time, 2 sad faces = 10 minutes of missed play time and 3 sad
faces results in a visit to the head teacher and 15 minutes out of class
immediately.
In Chestnut Class, we also have a class marble jar. Children can earn
marbles for following our class rules (which we come up with together) and
for being kind and helpful to others.

Curriculum
In Reception we follow the Early Years Foundation Stage Curriculum and
link areas of learning to the interests of the children in the class. There is an
emphasis on having a rich and exciting environment where children can
learn through play.
There will be parent’s meetings in September for all new parents to discuss
the EYFS Curriculum and how we learn during our time in Reception.

Before your child starts school, it would be useful if…


All belongings are clearly labelled and your child knows what
belongs to them.
 Children can take themselves to the toilet and wash their hands
independently.
 Recognise their names
 Children can try to put their shoes/ wellies on independently
 Put a coat on independently.
There is another document attached which shows other skills you can
practise at home before starting school.

And finally…
We are so excited for you to join us in September and start your learning
journey with us at Ipplepen Primary School.
Please join us at our parent’s meeting if you would like to know more or
have any questions or concerns. If you are unable to attend the meeting but
would like to speak to Miss Coughlin, please contact the office to make an
appointment.

