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Year 6-Sycamore Class- Letter to Parents Summer Term 2 2021 

 
Dear Parents, 

 

We hope that you have all had an enjoyable Half term break and we welcome your child back to their very final half 

term at Ipplepen Primary School.  

 

The children have already made a very positive start to this new term; enjoying their final swimming session at 

Dyrons leisure centre where they have been praised throughout for their excellent behaviour and attitude. 

 

In order to support our teacher assessments and produce data for our Secondary Feeder Schools, we have 

administered the 2019 SAT’s papers this week. This has been done in a very relaxed setting and the children 

should all feel very proud of their achievements in these with everyone making great progress from their starting 

point at the beginning of Year 6.  

  

Curriculum: 

A range of interesting and exciting activities have been planned for the children this half term. Please refer to 

the attached Planning grid which lists the areas that we will be covering until we conclude the academic year. We 

are pleased to report again that all children in the class will continue to have the opportunity to work with Mrs 

Brewer in her afternoon Booster groups for Maths. As usual, this will be a flexible arrangement and the amount of 

input children receive will vary depending on need. Such sessions will also offer challenge for those children who 

have been identified as Gifted and Talented in Maths. The timetabling of these sessions will continue to vary so 

as children do not miss the same lessons in class each week. 

Prior to Half term, you will have received a letter detailing the new curriculum requirements for Sex and 

Relationships Education (SRE). As you will have noted, one of these lessons is now a key requirement before the 

children then participate in the entire sequence of lessons which are compulsory. Please inform me as soon as 

possible if you do not wish for your child to take part in the entire sequence of lessons as these will commence in 

the next few weeks. 

 

Secondary Transition: 

I have now had correspondence with all of the Secondary Feeder Schools and am in the process of having detailed 

meetings with each one to ensure that your child has a smooth transition in September. This year, I am working 

with 8 Secondary Feeder schools who all have differing requirements for transfer. To this end, it is extremely 

challenging to complete some of the pupil tasks needed within the school day! I have therefore decided to set key 

tasks as additional homework. This has already proved to be the most successful route allowing the children time 

to discuss their next steps with you at home and produce work to a very high standard within their own time 

frame. Thank you to those children who have already returned work for their new schools. (Please note that if your 

child does not bring home anything linked to this area in the next few weeks, then they have not been set anything 

from their new school!) 

As well as the additional tasks, each school are also offering a number of differing transition events this year. I 

therefore politely request that you contact the school office in advance if you know that your child is going 
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to be absent from Ipplepen primary in order to attend an event at their new school. Thank you to those 

parents who have already made me aware of upcoming dates which they are going to send their child to. 

School Day Update: 

It is great that we continue to find ourselves in the move towards easing out of Lockdown as the Summer term 

unfolds. However, until further Government announcements are made, the following routines need to continue: 

• Ensuring that all Year 6 children arrive promptly at 8.40am each day.  

• A strict emphasis on handwashing throughout the day. 

• Children to continue to sit ‘front facing’ within class at a desk with one other. 

• Class ‘Bubble Groups’ to remain. 

• It is fantastic that we have been able to resume some outdoor based trips again and are pleased that the 

children are enjoying these. 

• Due to timescale and further Government clarification on the 21St June, it is not possible to do our usual 

Key Stage 2 Performance this summer. However, I am delighted to inform you that we will be performing a 

Year 6 class show on a much smaller scale. The children will be given the opportunity to audition for main 

roles etc. over the next few days. I will be in touch again once we have more news about Covid Restrictions 

from the Government and whether it would be possible for you to view this performance or whether it is 

filmed for you to view.  

• Mrs Petty will continue to work in class full time supporting individuals and groups across all subject areas. 

She will continue to teach Outdoor Learning which will take place every Wednesday afternoon. As we move 

towards the Summer, it continues to be important that the children have wellies/walking boots, old 

coats/protective waterproof trousers in school each week please. 

Homework: 

This term we will resume our Homework system. This is important as our Secondary Feeder schools have informed 

us that they have increased their expectations for Homework in September and this will ensure that we are 

preparing the children for this when they make the transition. This will include keeping children in at Lunchtime to 

complete any homework not handed in following several reminders! This will also apply to the Reading Record Book. 

Please see details of expectations below and note the change to Task 1 in bold, which has been discussed with the 

children. 

Task 

 

Amount Required Time Taken Hand In  Staff Member 

Responsible 

1) Reading Record 

Book 

 

Minimum of 3 

entries per week-

Refer to 

expectation sheet 

on inside front 

cover of Reading 

Record Book. 

15 Mins Daily Reading Records will 

be checked and 

signed every Monday 

Mrs Hancox 

2) Homework 

Task 1- 

Celebrating 

the Euro 

Football 

Tournament. 

Complete 

either Strand 

A linked to 

‘Football’ or 

Strand B 

linked to 

chosen 

country taking 

part. 

Clear expectations 

provided on a 

weekly basis 

depending on task. 

At least 40 mins per 

week. 

 Set every Tuesday. 

Due in the following 

Tuesday. 

Mrs Hancox 

3) Homework 

Task 2-Maths 

Focus. This will 

Clear expectations 

provided on a 

weekly basis 

At least 40 mins per 

week. 

Set every Thursday. 

Due in the following 

Thursday. 

Miss Foster 
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be 

differentiated. 

 

depending on task. 

4) ‘TT Rockstars’ 

Learning of x 

Tables 

Children need to 

ensure that they 

have used this at 

least twice weekly. 

At least twice 

weekly-Times will 

vary depending on 

level reached. 

Usually up to 10 mins 

for 1 task. 

Miss Foster will 

check that children 

have been taking 

part in TT Rockstars 

every Friday 

Miss Foster 

5) Spellings Parental Guidance. 

It will be useful to 

ensure that 

children keep 

revising the key 

words from the 3 

lists attached. 200 

High Frequency. 

Year 3/4 Key 

Spelling List. Year 

4/5 Key Spelling 

List.  

Parents to be aware 

of these lists and 

use at own 

discretion. We will 

continue to hold 

Spelling 

Intervention Groups. 

 Mrs Hancox 

 

E-Safety: 

As you are aware, E-Safety continues to be an extremely important area and I repeat the messages from the 

Summer 1 letter and please ask for your support in the following: 

• Ensuring that your child can talk confidently about the ‘SMART’ statements; 

S – Stay safe online by not sharing your personal information 

M- Do not meet anyone who you have only become friends with online 

A- Do not accept messages from people you do not know 

R- Not everything online is reliable. People online are strangers and you can’t always trust everything they 

say. This also includes information/articles found online. Many contain inaccurate facts!  

T- Tell an adult you trust if anything happens online that you do not like. 

• Ensuring that all children use safe passwords- these must contain a mixture of upper and lower case 

letters as well as numbers and symbols. They should not contain any form of personal information or 

nicknames. 

• Being aware of what your child is accessing on line and how they are using social chat forums. We continue 

to make the children aware for the need for polite language/content/conversation and the impact of this 

on others as well as their own ‘Digital Footprint’ this has been especially relevant again when using 

‘WhatsApp’ outside of school recently. 

• Ensuring that your child only brings their mobile phone to school if it is absolutely necessary. We are a 

‘Mobile Free’ school. If it is essential for your child to have their phone in school, then they must hand this 

in at the start of the school day. We take no responsibility for any mobile phones which are brought to 

school-Thank you. 

 

As mentioned in the Summer 1 letter, we are all enjoying the novel ‘Holes’ this term and in order to show the 

children the DVD of this film, I would be grateful if you could complete and return the reply slip below. 

 

Finally, remember to view our new School Facebook, Instagram pages and Class blog to share in the exciting life of 

our school community. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and please feel free to contact us should you have any queries regarding any 

of the contents of this letter.  

 

Kind regards, 

Mrs E Hancox,  
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------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

To Mrs Hancox 

 

Child’s Name:…………………………………………………………………………………………………..Class 6 

o I give my permission for my child to watch the film version of ‘Holes’ which is rated a PG. 

o I do not wish for my child to view the film version of ‘Holes’. 

 

Parental signature………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 


