
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IPPLEPEN PRIMARY SCHOOL 
 

                                  January 2022 

Dear Parents/Carers, 

 

Firstly, I would like to wish you all a Happy New Year! What a wonderful, busy week we have had 

coming back to school. I am so proud of how all the children have settled quickly back into their 

school routines, despite having two weeks off.  

 

In this letter, you will see some information about this half term and what your child will need to 

bring with them daily.  

 

This half term we will be learning all about journeys. We will be looking closely at texts by Julia 

Donaldson, in particular The Snail and The Whale. We will immerse ourselves into the adventure that 

the snail goes on, thinking about our own adventures that we may have been on. Please see attached 

our Spring Term 1 Overview, which will give you a deeper insight into what we will be learning this 

half term.  

 

Belongings 

Please make sure your child’s belongings are clearly labelled and that they know what belongs to 

them. With the weather getting colder, we have lots of gloves and hats in the cloakroom and we don’t 

want anything to get lost!  

 

Your child should have a coat in school daily, please could you encourage your child to put their coat 

on by themselves and attempt to do the zip. As you can imagine, it can be challenging to get everyone 

in and out of their coats throughout the day!  

 

Please continue to send your child’s book bag into school daily, along with a drink bottle with water 

only.  

 

Snack 

A fruit snack is still provided for your child. You are welcome to give them a fruit or veg snack to 

have at snack time. Milk is provided for those who have signed up. If your child would like milk, please 

contact the office for more information on how to sign up. 

 

PE 

PE will continue to be on a Monday and Tuesday. Please ensure your child comes to school wearing 

their PE kit and their school jumper.  

 

 



 

 

 

Forest School 

Forest School with Mrs Kerr will continue to be on a Thursday morning. Your child is able to wear 

‘forest school’ clothing on these days (long trousers and a long top) under their school jumper.  

 

Reading and phonics 

Last term we started sending home reading books and your child has a special reading bookmark. For 

every 4 reads at home, your child will earn a special sticker on their bookmark. This can be a 

combination of your child’s phonics reading book and any books you share together at home. I would 

recommend reading their phonics book a couple of pages each day, so that it is not rushed and your 

child is focused on the book. 

 

We have had a great response to our phonics Bug Club scheme and the children love to interact with 

the games that are online. Inside your child’s reading record, you will find their Bug Club login. Each 

week, I will upload a phonics game related to the sounds we have been working on in school. Please 

get in touch if you need help with accessing Bug Club!  

 

Homework 

Each Friday your child will come home with homework challenges to have a go at over the weekend. 

Homework needs to come back to school by Tuesday. You will have a selection of challenges to choose 

from, or you may choose to complete all of them. Homework challenges are intended to be fun 

activities that you can complete at home.  

 

Tapestry and our class blog 

We will continue to put ‘Wow Moments’ onto Tapestry weekly so that you can see what your child is 

getting up to during the school week. On our class blog you will also be able to see what we have been 

doing.  

 

Here’s to an exciting Spring Term in Chestnut Class!  

 

Thank you for your continued support,  

 

Miss Coughlin  

 

P.S- A little plea, we are trying to make our Mud Kitchen more exciting and inviting for the children. 

If you have any old or no longer used kitchen cookware (pots, pans, wooden spoons etc) we would 

appreciate any donations for our mud kitchen. Thank you!  


